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HERBACEOUS WIND BARRIERS

PRACTICE INTRODUCTION

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service—Practice Code 603

HERBACEOUS WIND BARRIERS

Herbaceous wind barriers are rows or narrow strips
of upright, perennial vegetation established across
the prevailing wind direction.

PRACTICE INFORMATION

This practice is normally applied on cropland. The
primary purpose is to reduce soil erosion
generation from wind. The practice also protects
growing crops from damage from wind-borne soil
particles and may be used with other crop
management practices to further reduce erosion,
build soil quality, and improve yields. Herbaceous
wind barriers also help in the management of snow
distribution for plant available soil moisture and
provide wildlife food and cover.

Installation of the practice requires that the
vegetation be stiff and be resistant to lodging
during inclement weather/seasons. The plant
material must also have good leaf retention and not
pose a competitive threat to adjacent crops.

Installation requires careful analysis of the
predominant wind direction during the most
susceptible time for wind erosion and crop
damage. This will determine the alignment of the
strips. As such, field shape, size, crop types, and
machinery types and size are important
considerations in planning

COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES
Herbaceous Wind Barriers is commonly used in a
Conservation Management System with the
following practices:

e Conservation Cropping Sequence

e Cover Crop (340)

e Residue Management (any type)

e Upland Wildlife Habitat Management

(645)

For further information, refer to the practice
standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide
and associated specifications and job sheets.

The following page identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are subjective
and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal
permits and approvals are the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained. Users are
cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.
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The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications. These effects
are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are
the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained. All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are

independent of the conservation practices. Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.




